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Sir: 



Responsive to the Restriction Requirement mailed April 9, 2007, Applicants 
provisionally elect with traverse Group I which encompasses Claims 1-9 and 31, drawn to a 
human pluripotent embryonic stem cell culture, wherein the ceils of the culture do not express 
SSEA1, and do express SSEA3, SSEA4, Oct4, Tra-1-60, Tra-1-80, and nestin. Applicants 
further provisionally elect with traverse the species related to a trisomy of chromosome 17 
(encompassed by Claims 1-9 and 31). 

The restriction requirement is respectfully traversed on the basis that the two groups of 
claims relate to a single general inventive concept because they share a corresponding technical 
feature. MPEP § 1893.03(d). The Office Action asserted that the same or corresponding 
technical feature shared by the claims of Group I and Group II is a human embryonic stem cell 
culture, wherein the cells do not ex press SSEA1 . Therefore, based on Andrews et al , the Office 
Action concluded that the groups do not share a special technical feature that is a contribution 
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over the prior art. Applicants respectfully submit that the common technical feature shared by 
the two groups is a human embryonic stem cell culture, wherein the cells express nestin 
substantially uniformly . See, e.g., Examples 11 and 15; Figures 15C and 15D. Accordingly, as 
the two groups of claims share a technical feature that is a contribution over the prior art, the 
restriction requirement should be withdrawn. Should the restriction requirement be maintained, 
however, Applicants note that upon allowance of the claims directed to the elected invention, 
they are entitled to rejoinder of the claims directed to the non-elected invention. MPEP § 
821.04(b). 

The requirement for the election of a single species of autosomal trisomy to prosecute in 
the present application also is respectfully traversed. The traversal is on the basis that the 
examination of the claims as they relate to each of the claimed autosomal trisomies would not 
place a serious burden on the Patent Office because of their close technological relationship and 
sufficiently small number. MPEP § 803.02. However, should the requirement for the election of 
species be maintained, Applicants note that upon the allowance of a generic claim, they are 
entitled to the consideration of the claims directed to the non-elected species which are written in 
dependent form or otherwise include all of the limitations of the allowed generic claim as 
provided by 37 C.F.R. § 1.141. 

The foregoing is submitted as a full and complete response to the Restriction 
Requirement mailed April 9, 2007. If there are any issues which can be resolved by telephone 
conference, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned attorney at (404) 853-8081. No fees 
are believed to be due, however, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees due 
or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 19-5029 (Reference No. 18377-0067). 

Respectfully submitted, 

By: Kafhryn H. Wade, Ph.D. 
Reg. No. 54,682 
Attorney for Applicant 
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